Northern Ireland Launch
Nations of the Celtic Nations

Welf(aleRtele/silalsT@l Autism Partnership

fO r au-t I S m 11.30am Tour of the Northern Ireland Assembly for
guests from Wales, Scotland, South of Ireland
and Sweden
12.00pm Buffet Lunch
12.30pm Welcome - Rev Robert Coulter, MLA and

Dominic Bradley, MLA
(On behalf of the NI Assembly Autism Ambassadors)

12.40pm Michael McGimpsey MLA, Minister for Health,
Social Services and Public Safety
12.50pm Caitriona Ruane MLA, Minister for Education
At The Long Ga”ery 1.00pm Arlene Cassidy, Chief Executive
{ . . Autism NI (PAPA)
Par“ament BU|Id|ngS 1.10pm Hugh Morgan, Chief Executive
Autism Cymru
Stormont y
1.20pm John McDonald, Chief Executive
BelfaSt The Scottish Society for Autism
1.30pm Pat Matthews, Executive Director
O T d 1 9 h The Irish Society for Autism
n ues ay t 1.40pm Eva Nordin-Olson, President
J une 2007 The National Society of Autism in Sweden
1.55pm “The time is now — a parent’s view”

Liz Aiken, Chairperson
Autism NI (PAPA)

2.00pm Opportunities for brief additional statements
from elected representatives

2.15pm Concluding statement: Eileen Bell and The Lord
Maginnis of Drumglass, Vice-Presidents,
Autism NI (PAPA)

2.25pm Media clip: Senator Hillary Clinton

Speaking at a press conference on Capitol Hill
(March 2007) to unveil a new legislative

initiative to expand access to treatment,
interventions and support services for people
with Autism.

2.35pm Tealcoffee and traybakes

Wales’ National Charity for Autism
Elusen Genedlaethol Cymru ar gyfer Awtistiaeth

@AUT’!SM / @D Cymruz )
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THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR AUTISM

THE CELTIC CHALLENGE '

(Presiding Officer and Member of the Scottish Parliament until May 2007, and former Member of the ":

House of Commons and Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.) T—
St iy
Alnism

In 1976, | had a meeting with a mother desperately seeking educational provision for her son with Autism. | encouraged her
and others to set up Struan House School in Alloa, in my constituency of Clackmannanshire. From little acorns, great oak
trees grow. From the original three students, the Scottish Society for Autism today runs the new £5.2m Struan House
School and Centre for Education and Training in Autism — both in Alloa — 14 community houses, support workers
throughout Scotland, a respite centre, a gardening centre, a stained glass workshop and an employment service. We all
had to learn as we went along. How helpful it would have been in the early years for the Scottish Society for Autism to have
had sister societies with whom to test ideas and share experiences.

| therefore welcome the formation of the Celtic Nations Autism Partnership with our cousins in Autism Cymru and Autism
Northern Ireland. The purpose of devolution is, after all, to promote diversity — to develop and share best practice and
knowledge. The Partnership now includes the Irish Society for Autism. The Celtic spirit, like Autism itself, certainly knows
no borders. Like Celtic art it has no defined beginning and end. Such partnership will lead to knowledge transfer, more
thinking out of the box and over the horizon, better engagement with our governments, more strategic policy
development and action and the encouragement of joint training and projects. Why? For one simple reason: “All human
beings,” says the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, “are born equal in dignity and rights.”

That is the Celtic challenge. So long as any individual with Autism is denied early diagnosis and intervention, sustained
access to education, supported living and employment and respite opportunities, the battle for equal human rights is not
won. My very best wishes to you all — in the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales — in taking
forward this joint venture.

The Rt Hon George Reid, MSP

THE IRISH SOCIETY FOR AUTISM

The Irish Society for Autism was founded in 1963 by a concerned "I-; The Irish Soc |E"ﬁ" for Autisrm
group of parents and friends who soon realised that there was almost i

total ignorance about Autism among professionals in the public.
The long campaign began a campaign to create an awareness of their devastating condition and the need for early diagnosis
and appropriate educational services.

To this end the Irish Society for Autism:

« Over the years made many proposals and submissions to the Department of Health and the Department of Education.

» Were founder members of Autism Europe.

+ Created the European Charter of Rights for persons with Autism.

» Were instrumental in having Autism recognised as a separate category by the Department of Education.

» Were members of the Task Force on education.

« Created services for Adults with Autism in Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Westmeath and Wexford.

+ Conducted and published in partnership with Professor Michael Fitzgerald research on the Prevalence of Autism in Ireland.

» Were the overall winners in the AIB Better Ireland Millennium Awards for the provision of services of excellence at Dunfirth Farm.

We see the Celtic Nations Autism Partnership as a new and exciting way to harness the goodwill that exists in the minds
of ordinary people. It is a vehicle which will deliver the appropriate legislation necessary for the future of all people with
Autism and it will give politicians of all parties and persuasions a forum for informed debate. Our hope is that Dail Eireann
will welcome and support this initiative. This initiative of Autism Northern Ireland, Autism Cymru, The Scottish Society for

Autism and now The Irish Society for Autism — the shared wisdom and knowledge of the partnership should be used by all
politicians to improve the lives of people with Autism in the Celtic Nations.

A

)

Nations
working
together
for autism

Pat Matthews
Executive Director
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